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Promoting Smart Growth Texas Style:
Implementation Workshops and Proposed Guidelines

Smart growth addresses
issues related to transportation
and land use that influence
travel choices. Smart growth
is a form of development
that brings housing, jobs,
recreational opportunities,
and necessities together, and
provides transportation options
such as walking, bicycling,
and transit to reduce the need
to travel by personal vehicle.
Increasingly, efforts are
underway to integrate land use
and transportation planning
to reduce vehicle travel and
emissions (Figure 1).

Smart growth is a basis for
deciding where, when, and
what type of growth should
occur to maximize the long-
term vitality of a community.
Moreover, smart growth can
be viewed by transportation
agencies as the land-use
component of a “smart”
comprehensive transportation/
mobility plan—a plan that
arranges land use for more
efficient use of transportation
and improves compatibility
between transportation and
land use.

Smart growth can be an
asset to the Texas Department
of Transportation (TxDOT).

It can promote efficiency of
transportation through land
use/development relationships.
Smart growth includes

Why Smart Growth?

1 Congestion

1 Contributing
sprawl

1 Cost of “building

out of congestion”

1 Concerns about
quality of life

Figure 1. The workshop emphasizes that many growth issues
faced by Texas’ communities can be addressed through smart

growth policies.

transportation and presents
opportunities to transportation
agencies. Smart growth can
benefit TxDOT as a tool to
improve the efficiency of
transportation service by making
land use/development more
transportation friendly.

This implementation Project
5-4238 used workshop materials,
including a Participant’s
Workbook, an Instructor’s
Guidebook, an introductory
Smart Growth Primer, and
a PowerPoint® presentation
produced under Project
0-4238, Smart Growth Texas
Style. The series of workshops
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was designed to promote
smart growth development
considerations in major
metropolitan areas of the state.

As part of this
implementation project, a set
of smart growth policies was
created for TxDOT to cultivate
a better understanding of smart
growth within TxDOT and to
foster cooperation between
TxDOT and other entities
wishing to implement smart
growth in Texas.

What We Did...

A series of four Introducing
Smart Growth to Texas

—



workshops were conducted in
Austin, Houston, Dallas—Fort
Worth—Arlington, and El Paso, the
latter three of which are air-quality
non-attainment areas in Texas.
These workshops defined smart
growth (Figure 2) and presented
the basic concepts of smart growth
development and the transportation
systems that support them. The
workshops included examples of
smart growth projects from Texas
(Figure 3) and other states, as

well as details of Oregon’s growth
management plan and supporting
regulations and legislation.
Additional examples of state and
local smart growth programs and
policies from California, Maryland,
and other states were also included
in the presentation.

Each workshop concluded with
an open question about how smart
growth concepts and principles
might be used by the workshop
participants to further their
organizations’ goals. This question
encouraged group discussion about
the applicability of smart growth
to various local and regional
developments and produced a list of
suggestions and recommendations
for Texas.

After the presentation, the
instructor described a case study
analysis, and workshop participants
applied their newly acquired
knowledge of smart growth to a
downtown redevelopment plan.
Groups of three to six participants
each worked on the same scenario,
using a large map to illustrate
their smart growth solutions. This
exercise produced varied and
thought-provoking solutions and
discussions of smart growth and how
to achieve it.

In addition to the workshops,
this project produced a guidance
document (Report 5-4238-01-1) to
help TxDOT support local smart
growth initiatives through typical
TxDOT projects or enhanced
TxDOT policies. This guidance
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Smart Growth

Is...

— Planned
1 Transportation
1Land uses

— Sustainable
1 Economic
1Social
1 Environmental

Figure 2. Defining “smart growth” is important in conveying how smart

growth works.

TxDOT Existing (Smart Growth)
Actions

1 Comprehensive
plan participation
— Statewide

transportation plan

— MPO regional
transportation plans

— Some local plans

Texas Metropolitan Mobility Plan:
Breaking the Gridlock
4

Figure 3. The workshop shows how many existing TxDOT policies are
consistent with smart growth principles.

explains how smart growth can

be an asset to TxDOT and relates
how smart growth principles are
consistent with TxDOT’s goals
under its strategic plan. The
following items are proposed as
TxDOT policies employing smart
growth. To help accomplish TxDOT
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transportation program objectives
and better support community
objectives in smart growth
communities, TxDOT should:

* support local growth initiatives
by participating in local and
regional planning processes;
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